Q.    I've started an HTML document in Notepad, but I can't view the HTML file? 

A.    This is a big problem because we promote the use of Notepad as one of the best editors, but what we forgot to tell about the default format. Notepad is Windows' plain text editor. Notepad will add no format for text. Try to change the text size in Notepad. It won't happen, because Notepad is Windows' text only (hence the name plain text editor), and that is reason why it's excellent for HTML programming. At the same time plain text has it's own file extensions in a Windows based machine. If you haven't noticed Windows' default file system suppresses most file extensions, and most file extensions are like DOS and are three characters long.

Now here's the answer to the question. Notepad saves files with a TXT. You can usually tell these file theses apart, because the icon usually looks like a little blue-ish Notepad. If you saved your HTML file in Notepad and you see the Notepad icon, that means the file extensions is .TXT. You have to save it as an .html extension. This is what you do: 

· When saving you should type the whole name in the text box. For example tucows.html 

· Next you need to go to type of file box, and move it to show all files (*.*). Tell Notepad to clear the file extension association with .TXT and let you save what ever extension you want. 

· Click -Save , or just hit enter. 

· Now use your Windows Explorer to see if the file has an IE or Netscape icon. Double click on the file and it should open a browser.


You can also do it, like my counter parts at work do it, and show file extensions in Windows. This is fairly simple, but it also allows everybody to see file extensions and erase them if they want to. It's usually not a good idea to show extension when you're not the only one using your computer (kids are smarter than you think). Here's the steps to show file extensions in windows: 

· Open the Windows Explorer. 

· Select View menu from the alt menu. 

· Select Folder Option from the view menu. 

· Click the view file tab at the top of the dialog box. [image: image1.png]Folder Options
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· Unclick the Hide the file extension button 

· Press okay or Apply and you'll be able to see and change file extensions. 









