Q.    "Should I even learn HTML if XHTML is the current standard?" 

A.    It would be a big mistake to not learn HTML and skip right into XHTML. You may already know this, but it can take forever for a the browser to get any type of standard HTML, and that's not even the whole different language. XHTML is also built on HTML. XHTML is the current standard of W3C, but that doesn't mean and there are still people that use browsers from the second generation. I know we all want a job in the future, but let's not forget if we have to eat today, or there will be no tomorrow. From a business aspect, the more programming languages you know, the more you'll be worth. There will also be jobs, turning HTML in to XHTML or XML in the near future, and you need to know both if you want a job converting. It would be like learning how to use Windows Explorer before you know how to change folder in DOS. It would work, but what if you're on a DOS machine? You're out of luck so learn the basics, then expand to the advance programming. 

