Q.    "What's the difference between .HTM, .HTML and .SHTML?" 

A.    All of these files types are just HTML (HyperText Markup Language) code. A .HTM and a .HTML file are identical, simply different extensions. They do the exact same thing, but most people try to stick to .HTML because this is the way is was originally intended. The .HTM extension was used for operating systems like Windows 3.x that did not support long file names. 

While .SHTML is also just HTML code, it can contain "Server Side Includes" information. When you view a .SHTML page, the server parses the code as it is sent out, and if it contains certain codes then the server will insert the information into the file. Here is an example: 

<!-- $EXEC CGI="test.pl" --> 
This would tell the server to run the test.pl Perl script and put it's results into the page in that spot. Many ISPs have this option for counters, dates and more. Check with your ISP's helpdesk or help section to see their specific Server Side Includes options. 

 

