Q.    Is it possible for a beginning webmaster using a free site provider to build a chat room ? 
A.    In a nutshell, yes! There are several free private chat room options available for use on personal and business Web sites. Some are rooms hosted on outside servers; some are Java applets you can put on your very own Web pages. But since they're free, the "price" you pay for using these rooms is having to put up with some advertising on your chat room page. Just about all of them are pretty easy to set up, though, as long as you know basic HTML.

A few popular chat services/applets are offered by the following sites:

· Parachat (an applet you can put right in your page) 

· Bravenet (a site that offers all sorts of free Web goodies) 

· BeSeen (a very nice customizable chat room) 

· Xoom Chat (another popular chat option) 


Features, installation and appearance of these chat rooms vary, as does the amount of advertising that appears in connection with them. You just have to shop around a bit to find what's best for you and your site.
