Q.    "What's the difference between mail server types?" 

A.    There are three main types of servers, POP3, SMTP, and IMAP. 

     POP3 is the most used mail system and a lot of ISPs find it more convenient and easier to manage. POP3 downloads all of the messages in your mailbox, including attachments, and then you view them. This can take longer to download at first, however displaying messages and opening attachments is very quick as they now reside on your computer. 

     SMTP is a protocol that is used to send mail between servers and sometimes used to send mail from computers to a server. You can't receive mail through SMTP, so a lot of ISPs may not support it. 

     IMAP is a protocol in which you log into the mail server and get a list of the messages you have. As you view them they are downloaded, one by one as you read them. This is much faster to get a list, but it can get annoying waiting for each message to load. 

