Abbreviations 

A pioneering long-haul network funded by what's now-called DARPA (formerly known as ARPA). It was the foundation on which the Internet was built. 
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AU (.au) 

A Unix sound file format. On the Internet you may come across the option to hear a sound clip. The file which is downloaded to your computer when "clicked on" might be in the AU format (if the sound file was originally captured on a UNIX system or converted from another platform). Your helper applications or browser plug-ins need to be configured to know what to do with this type of file. Goldwave Sound Editor and Player, is great for AU files and just about any audio file format you may encounter on the Internet. 
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AVI (Audio Video Interleave) 

A Windows platform audio/video (multimedia) file. AVI is a common format that you will find on the Internet for small movies and videos. These files are usually pretty large and would require a connection of 28.8 or better to download in any kind of reasonable time. A 20 second movie clip in AVI format could be as much a 3 MB in size and could take on average about 15 minutes to download on your computer. 
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BBS (Bulletin Board System) 

A computer which typically provides e-mail services, file archives and announcements of interest to the bulletin board system's operator (known as a sysop). BBSs started out as hobbies for computer enthusiasts and were mostly accessible by modem. Recently, however, more and more BBSs are being connected to the Internet. 
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BinHex (BINary HEXadecimal) 

A method for converting non-text files (non-ASCII) into ASCII. This is needed because Internet e-mail can only handle ASCII. 
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CERT (Computer Emergency Response Team) 

The CERT was formed by DARPA in November, 1988, in response to the Internet worm incident. CERT exists to facilitate Internet-wide response to computer security events involving Internet hosts and to conduct research targeted at improving the security of existing systems. They maintain an archive of security-related issues on their FTP server at "cert.org." Their e-mail address is "cert@cert.org" and their 24-hour telephone Hotline for reporting Internet security issues is (412) 268-7090. 
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CGI (Common Gateway Interface) 

The standard for running programs on a server from a Web page. Gateway programs, or scripts, are executable programs which can be run by themselves. They have been made external programs in order to allow them to run under various (possibly very different) information servers interchangeably. 

Gateways conforming to this specification can be written in any language which produces an executable file. 

Some of the more popular languages to use include: C or C++, Perl, Python, TCL, shells, and many others. Some of the most common CGI scripts found on the Web are programs which process the information a user might enter on a form or whenever an imagemap is "clicked" on - although most imagemaps these days are done through a client side script which resides in the HTML file itself. To see an example of what a CGI script looks like, click here. 
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CHAP (Challenge-Handshake Authentication Protocol) 

An authentication method that can be used when connecting to an Internet Service Provider. CHAP allows you to login to your provider automatically, without the need for a terminal screen. It is more secure than the Password Authentication Protocol (another widely used authentication method) since it does not send passwords in text format. 
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CHAT (Conversational Hypertext Access Technology) 

Another term for IRC. 
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DEK (Data Encryption Key) 

Much like an actual key used for locking and re-opening doors, DEKs are used for the encryption and decoding of message text, sometimes in the form of a digital signature. 

[image: image10.png]


DES (Data Encryption Standard) 

A standardized encryption method widely used on the Internet. 
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DNS (Domain Name System) 

The DNS is a static, hierarchical name service used with TCP/IP hosts, and is housed on a number of servers on the Internet. Basically, it maintains a database for figuring out and finding (or resolving) host names and IP addresses on the Internet. This allows users to specify remote computers by host names rather than numerical IP addresses. The advantage of the DNS is that you don't have to remember numerical IP addresses for all the Internet sites you want to access. 
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EFF (Electronic Frontier Foundation) 

A foundation that addresses social and legal issues arising from the impact of computers on society. You can find them at http://www.eff.org/ 
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FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) 

Acronym for "Frequently Asked Questions." FAQs are widely available on the Internet and usually take the form of large, instructional text files. They are written on a wide variety of topics, and are usually the most up-to-date source for specialized information. 
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FTP (File Transfer Protocol) 

The most widely-used way of downloading (or getting) and uploading (or putting) files across an Internet connection. The File Transfer Protocol is a standardized way to connect computers so that files can be shared between them easily. 

There is a set of commands in FTP for making and changing directories, transferring, copying, moving, and deleting files. Formerly, all FTP connections were text-based, but graphical applications are now available that make FTP commands as easy as dragging and dropping. Numerous FTP clients exist for a number of platforms. 
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GIF (Graphics Interchange Format) 

An image format developed by Compuserve using compression technology from Unisys. On the World Wide Web, pictures and graphics you see on Web pages are usually in GIF format because the files are small and download quickly. 
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HTML (Hypertext Markup Language) 

The standard way to mark text documents for publishing on the World Wide Web. HTML is marked-up using "tags" surrounded by brackets. To see what tagged HTML text looks like, select the View Source feature from the menus in the program you are using to view this document now, and you'll see a display of the HTML text used to create this page. 
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HTTP (Hypertext Transfer Protocol) 

The protocol that tells the server what to send to the client, so the client can view Web pages, FTP sites, or other areas of the Internet. 
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InterNIC (Internet Information Center) 

The combined name for the providers of registration, information and database services to the Internet. InterNIC is who you contact if you want to register a domain name on the Internet. 
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IP (Internet Protocol) 

An industry standard, connectionless, best-effort packet switching protocol used as the network layer in the TCP/IP Protocol Suite. 
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IRC (Internet Relay Chat) 

The world-wide "party line" of the '90s, IRC allows multiple users to converse in real time on different "channels." Channels (which have a "#" sign preceding their name) vary in traffic and content. Channel operators (or Ops) moderate the conversation, and have the ability to "kick" people from channels or even ban them if their actions warrant it. IRC clients are available for nearly all platforms. 
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ISDN (Integrated Services Digital Network) 

A technology which combines voice and digital network services in a single medium. ISDN makes it possible for communications carriers to offer their customers digital data services as well as voice connections through a single line. 
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ISO (International Organization for Standardization 

An organization of 89 member countries (founded in 1946) responsible for setting world standards in many electronics areas. Members of the ISO are also the national standards organizations of each of the member countries. 
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ISP (Internet Service Provider) 

A company that maintains a network that is linked to the Internet through a dedicated communication line, usually a high-speed link known as a T1. An ISP offers use of its dedicated communication lines to companies or individuals who can't afford the high monthly cost for a direct connection. Using a modem, you can dial up to a service provider whose computers will connect you to the Internet, typically for a fee. 
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JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group) 

One of the two most common types of images used on the World Wide Web, (the other being GIF). The shorter extension version, .jpg (without the E), is usually only used in association with PC platform files. A standardized image compression mechanism, JPEG is named after the Joint Photographic Experts Group, the original name of the committee that wrote the standard. 
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LAN (Local Area Network) 

A LAN is now commonplace in most businesses, allowing users to send e-mail and share resources such as files, printers and modems. Currently, most larger companies connect their LANs to the Internet, allowing users to connect to resources within or outside the LAN. 
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MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface) 

A connectivity standard which enables you to hook together computers, musical instruments and synthesizers to make and orchestrate digital sound. Pronounced "middy," the term represents the hardware that supports the standard and files that store information that the hardware can use. MIDI files are like digital sheet music--they contain instructions for musical notes, tempo and instrumentation--and are widely used in game soundtracks and recording studios. 

MIDI sound files usually have an extension of .mid. If you come across any of these files on the Internet you will need a helper application configured to work on your system in order to play one of these sound files. 

MIDI files are just one of a few different file formats which can be embedded on a Web page with the <BG SOUND=> HTML tag, which causes the sound file to play when the Web page is accessed. 

NOTE: This feature may not be supported by all browsers. 
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MIME Encoding (Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions Encoding) 

MIME is a standardized method for organizing divergent file formats. The method organizes file formats according to the file's MIME type. When Internet (usually e-mail) software retrieves a file from a server, the server provides the MIME type of the file, and the file is decoded correctly when transferred to your machine. 
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MOD 

A collection of sample data (similar to the WAV format) and a description of how to play these samples (similar to the MIDI format). 
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MP3 (MPEG Third Layer) 

An amazing new standard for audio compression. It is capable of 10:1 compression with no noticeable loss in quality. An audio sample at CD Quality (44 KHz, 16 bit, Stereo) takes up about 172 bytes for every second with a standard Wave Audio file. Making use of MPEG Layer 3 (MP3) compression, each second takes only about 16 bytes, when compressed at the standard bitrate of 128 Kbps. By compressing at lower bitrates, MP3s can be lowered to about 12 bytes per second of audio with slight quality loss. 

The only disadvantage to this format is that MP3 needs to be decoded while it is being played back. This is done with a player such as WinAmp, or Winplay3. This requires a fairly decent computer, such as a Pentium 100 processor, with 16 megabytes of RAM minimum. This should yield reliable playback. If you do have a slower machine, MP3s can still be played but at reduced quality. 
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MPEG (Motion Picture Experts Group) 

MPEG is an algorithm for compressing audio and video; not to be confused with Motion-JPEG. In order to hear or see an MPEG movie, you will need to install a helper application or Web browser plug-in. 
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MUD (Multi-User Dungeon or Dimension) 

Role-playing environments that take place on a computer. Users can Telnet to a MUD host and create a character. MUDs can be action-, adventure-, or fantasy-based games, and allow you to save your character for future play. Some MUDs have thousands of registered characters, and most foster a community or culture of their own. These are highly-addictive areas of the Internet, and users can spend many hours enthralled in this type of activity. 
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NFS (Network File System) 

A protocol developed by Sun Microsystems, NFS allows a computer to access and use files over a network as if they were local. This protocol has been incorporated into the products of more than two-hundred companies and is now a de facto Internet standard. 
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NNTP (Network News Transfer Protocol) 

An industry standard protocol for the distribution, inquiry, retrieval, and posting of news articles. There are many popular newsreader programs to help you sort through the wealth of data that Usenet contains. 
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PAP (Password Authentication Protocol) 

One of the many authentication methods that can be used when connecting to an ISP. PAP allows you to login automatically, without having to use a terminal window to type in your username and password. 

One warning about PAP: passwords are sent over the connection in text format, which means there is no protection if someone is "listening-in" on your connection. 
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Perl (Practical Extraction and Reporting Language) 

A script programming language invented by Larry Wall. Because it is useful for processing text files, Perl is frequently used to develop CGI (Common Gateway Interface) programs. It can often perform the same tasks C or C++ programs can with less lines of code. 
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PPP (Point-to-Point Protocol) 

A protocol that provides a method for transmitting packets over serial point-to-point links. Since it allows you to use other standard protocols (such as IPX, TCP/IP,) over a standard telephone connection, PPP is one of the most popular methods for dialup connections to the Internet, but it can also be used for LAN connections. 

[image: image37.png]


SLIP (Serial Line Internet Protocol) 

Similar to PPP, SLIP is another standard protocol used to run TCP/IP over serial lines, such as telephone circuits or RS-232 cables. Unlike PPP, however, SLIP does not work on LAN connections. 
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SMTP (Simple Mail Transfer Protocol) 

A protocol used to transfer e-mail, SMTP transfers mail from server to server. The end user must use POP or IMAP to transfer the messages to their machine. 
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T1 

A term used to denote the type of connection of a host to the Internet. A T1 transmits a DS-1 formatted digital signal at 1.544 Mbps. 
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T3 

A term used to denote the type of connection of a host to the Internet. A T3 transmits a DS-3 formatted digital signal at 44.746 Mbps. 
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TCP/IP (Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol) 

TCP/IP is the standard communications protocol required for Internet computers. To communicate using TCP/IP, PCs need a set of software components called a TCP/IP stack. 

Macintoshes typically use a proprietary software called MacTCP. Most UNIX systems are built with TCP/IP capabilities. 
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TCP/IP Stack (Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol Stack) 

To properly use the TCP/IP protocol, PCs require a TCP/IP stack. This consists of TCP/IP software, sockets software (such as winsock.dll for Windows machines), and hardware driver software (known as packet drivers). Windows 95 comes with Microsoft's own built-in TCP/IP stack, including version 1.1 of Microsoft's winsock.dll and packet drivers. 
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TN3270 

A slight variation of Telnet used to connect the user to an IBM mainframe. TN3270 clients exist for most platforms. 
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UUencode - UUdecode (Unix to Unix Encode) 

A method for converting binary information into ASCII. It can be used for posting to Usenet or for e-mailing with non-MIME compliant mail readers. 
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VB (Microsoft Visual Basic) 

The world's most popular rapid application development (RAD) tool and member of the Microsoft Visual Studio development tools suite. 
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WAIS (Wide Area Information Service) 

A distributed information service and search engine that allows natural language input and indexed searching. Many Web search utilities use a WAIS engine. 
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WAV 

The format for storing sound in files developed jointly by Microsoft and IBM. Support for WAV files was built into Windows 95, making it the de facto standard for sound on PCs. WAV sound files have a .wav extension and can be played by nearly all Windows applications that support sound. 
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Winsocks (Windows Sockets) 

A set of specifications or standards for programmers creating TCP/IP applications for use with Windows. 
